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      Significance of the Study
Yuma:

When study abroad to Japan, I saw North Korean news aired frequently and being 
born and raised in America, I never thought about North Korea becoming an issue so I 
wanted to know American college student’s point of view towards North Korea.    

Keiko:
 As a Japanese, I would like to know the way of resolving the Japanese citizen 
abduction by North Korea, and how Japanese and American students think about  the 
risk of North Korea using nuclear weapons.
　　　

  Jonathan:
As an US Citizen I wanted to know more about the relationship between Japan and 

Korea, in hopes to see what can be done to have more peaceful relations and if the US 
government can/will aid Japan. I also have been hearing a lot of talk about possible 
nuclear missile launchings, which do scare me. I wanted to see where my peers stand 
on the subject, and whether they are desensitized or also scared about the subject.



Significance of the Study
Keiko Freeland Yuma Kaida Jonathan Phan

● ● Japanese 
American 

● U.S Citizen 

Curious about:

● Student’s point of 
view towards North 
Korea 

● North Koreans 
rational behavior 

● North Korea issues 
towards U.S and 
Japan 

● US Citizen

● Scared of Nuclear 
weapons

Curious about:

● Japanese and 
Korean relations

● US actions towards 
North Korea

● peer’s perceptions 
towards North 
Korea issues 



        Research Questions
1.What is the Japanese and American students’ 
   perception towards the North Korean leadership?

2.What North Korean conflicts are Japanese and
   American students aware of?

3.What solutions to the North Korea conflicts are     
  Japanese and American students aware of?



Research Background Outline
● North Korea’s History Timeline
● Clandestine Kidnapping
● Leadership of North Korea’s Government
● Violation of Human Rights
● Nuclear weapons retention & development program
● Experiments with missile launching
● Statements from North Korea nuclear weapons use
● Negotiations for return of Kidnapped Japanese citizens
● The U.S. and the Japan’s strategy on North Korea
● Sanctions and the effects on North Korea
● Nuclear Weapons Arsenal



Korea's History



● Korean Peninsula splitted with 38 Parallel line                                          
● South-Korea controlled by the U.S.                        
● North-Korea controlled by the Soviet Union   



Kim Jong Un family dictatorship

1972-1994: Kim Il Sung

● North Korea wants to 
unify of Korean 
Peninsula　  

● Massive inequalit　
● Built a lots of his statutes 

and cult of personality for 
citizens obedience

● Restricting of international 
travel and controlling all 
media 

●  Officially, everything (one’ 
clothes to business) 
belonged to the North 
Korean State       

● 1970’s-1980’s: 
Clandestine Activities; 
Kidnapping 

                

                                                                                                  
(Liberty In North Korea. Org) 

1994-2011: Kim Jong Il

● Military first policy
● Highly dependent on 

trade and aid from 
Soviet Union and 
Eastern blog     

● Violation of Human 
right 　   

●  

   (Liberty In North Korea. 
org.)   

2011-current: Kim 
Jong-Un

● Nuclear weapons retention
● Nuclear weapons 

development program
● link
● Missiles launching 

experiments
● High risk of Nuclear 

weapons use   
● Violation of Human rights
● Negotiations for the return 

of Kidnapped Japanese 
citizens

(Sang-Hunaug. 2017) 

http://spartacus-educational.com/COLDsung.htm
https://www.cnn.com/2012/12/26/world/asia/kim-jong-un---fast-facts/index.html


           Clandestine Kidnapping

Purpose: 
● North Korea was aiming for unification of the Korean 

Peninsula. North 
● Korea devised a plan to send their spies to South Korea 

while impersonating Japanese citizens. 
When: 1970’s-1980
How many: 17 people (The number Government certified
                   victims) , possibly much more

July 1963

https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/ratimondai/jian.html


Response of the North Korean government:  

2002,    Acknowledged the abduction, apologized
North Korea acknowledged the abduction : 13 people Returned 5 victims in 2002

                              Returned 1 victims remains in 2004,            
 As DNA test result, the remains did not match as the person who kidnapped.  
The reliability of North Korean government has collapsed considerably.
Japanese government and abducted families response: 

Keep talking to North Korean government
North Korean government response : Keep silence           link

 Clandestine Kidnapping -Response

l

https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/ratimondai/jian.html
http://jpninfo.com/60455


North Korea and U.S. Government  
Comparison 

North Korean Government    United States Government    

Dictatorship Presidential System 

Totalitarianism Constitutional Republic

Juche Liberal Democracy 

Republic Federal Republic 

Unitary State Representative Government

Socialist State Republic

One-Party State Federal System of 
Government 



 Breaking Laws in North 
Korea and the United 
States

     



North Korean 
Government Human 
Rights 
● No Labor Rights                                                                     HumanRight 

      -Has not joined the international labour Organization 

● No Freedom of Expression
     -All Domestic media and publications are strictly monitored.

● No Freedom of Religion 
     -Organized religion is seen as potential threat to the regime 

● No Freedom of Movement
      -Government uses threats of detention, forced labor, execution   

● No Freedom of Press
       -Government only allows speech that supports it   

● No Right for Food 
      -There was more than 1.5 million people have died of hunger        
(Dusan,2017)  

https://gazettereview.com/2017/09/top-10-human-rights-violations-north-korea/


North Korean Government 
Restriction of Freedom               
Prison Camps 

     No Freedom of Speech in North Korea  
● No free media inside the country 
● Only opinion allowed to be voiced is the regime
● “Disappear” from society if criticism of regime
●  “Disappear” from society if criticism of leadership             
              
                                                     

                                                          (Benjamin and Elishia, 
2017)      

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/north-korea-prison-escapee-recants-story-article-1.2083618


North Korean Government 
Passing Laws            

        



 North Korea and United States 
Government’s Military Spending    

      

                                          



● Kim Jong Un pushed the nuclear program 
improvement

● North Korea’s nuclear capabilities have improved 
significantly

　Comparison of Implementation of Missile Tests



● North Korea had testd about 120 kiloton 
● It is five to eight more powerful than the nuclear 

bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima (15 kiloton) 
and Nagasaki (21 kiloton) in 1945. 

                                                               (Ritzen, Yarno. 2017 )              
(Rosenfeld, 2017)

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2017/08/north-korea-explained-graphics-170810121538674.html


North Korea’s Missile Reach

(Nevette, 2016)

“North Korea’s main enemy, the United States, is ready for 
use a nuclear armed ICBM (intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile). 



              Japan’s Self-defence Forces 
● Japan is not allowed to have military forces. 
● Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution,  May 3, 1947
● = It is impossible for Japan to protect own country itself 

       Japan needs the U.S. great protection from North 
       Korea's threats

● There are ? he U.S. army
      bases in Japan



North Korea's aggression



The Treat of North Korea VS The U.S. Correspondence





Nuclear Weapons Arsenals 

(Arms Control Association, 2017)



Nuclear Weapons Arsenals 

Retired warheads

Stockpiled warheads

Deployed warheads

(Arms Control Association, 2017)



North Korea’s nuclear arsenal 

2013

Started to extract 
plutonium for 
Nuclear warheads

2015

Estimated to have 
enough uranium for 
4-8 warheads

2016

Estimated to have 
enough plutonium for 
approx. 10 warheads

2020

Will approximately 
have 20-100 
nuclear warheads 

(Arms Control Association, 2017)



 Old Sanctions             New Sanctions

● Actions taken by
United Nations

● Focused on activities 
that may have funded for 
   the Nuclear Program

● Aimed to stop North 
Korea’s Nuclear 
Program 

● Proposed by the 
Obama administration

● Proposed by the Trump 
administration

● Actions taken by 
United States

● Focused on activities 
involving North 
Korea’s Economy

(Tweed and Mohsin, 2017)



What can New Sanctions do?
US Treasury Department can:
● bar an entity (company, bank, etc.) from US 

financial system
● seize assets of any individual it deems in 

contravention
● Ban ship or aircrafts that made stops in 

North Korea from the US for 180 days

(Tweed and Mohsin, 2017)



Effects of New Sanctions
● American military boarded suspected vessels bound for 

North Korea

● Sanctioned ships from China, North Korea, Singapore, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, the Marshall Islands, Tanzania, 
Panama, and Comoros

● Blacklisted 28 ships

(Landler, 2018)



Talks with North Korea
● Leader to Leader meeting scheduled for May 2018
● No missile testing during this time

What does 
this mean?

Best Case Worst case

North Korea 
continues to build 
missiles in secret

Tensions 
Rise with 

North Korea

Peaceful 
diplomacy

Denuclearizatio
n of North Korea

(Landler,2018)



Research Method
Subjects:

● Japanese college students: 30 students
■ Ages 18-35
➢ Male: 15, Female:15

● American college students:30 students
■ Ages 18-35
➢ Male: 15, Female:15

Survey Instruments:
Google survey form:

Japanese 
English

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10i4PoPwn-ClW3EWSccIz3k98Ztpbf_jsRNjUUUV8f-k/edit


Survey Results 1
Results for the Research Question 1:

Insert graphs from survey plus observation
(State the most important finding from the graphs in
one or two sentence) 



Survey Results 2
Research Question 2:

Insert graphs from survey plus observation
(State the most important finding from the graphs in
one or two sentence) 



Summary of the Findings 1

● Analysis of survey results 1



Summary of the Findings 1

● Analysis of survey results 2



Summary of the Findings 2



Conclusion



Limitation of the Study and 
Future Research



Bibliography 1/4
Fact Sheets & Briefs. (2017, October). Retrieved December 01, 2017, 
from 
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Nuclearweaponswhohaswhat

Tweed, D., & Mohsin, S. (2017, September 25). Why New U.S. Sanctions 
on North Korea Could Bite. Retrieved December 01, 2017, from 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-09-25/why-new-u-s-sanc
tions-on-north-korea-could-bite-quicktake-q-a

Landler, M. (2018, February 23). Trump Announces Harsh New Sanctions 
Against North Korea. Retrieved March 14, 2018, from 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/23/us/politics/trump-north-korea-sancti
ons.html

Landler, M. (2018, March 09). Trump Accepts Kim Jong-un's Invitation to 
Meet. Retrieved March 14, 2018, from 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/08/us/politics/north-korea-kim-jong-un
-trump.html

https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Nuclearweaponswhohaswhat
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-09-25/why-new-u-s-sanctions-on-north-korea-could-bite-quicktake-q-a
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-09-25/why-new-u-s-sanctions-on-north-korea-could-bite-quicktake-q-a
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/23/us/politics/trump-north-korea-sanctions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/23/us/politics/trump-north-korea-sanctions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/08/us/politics/north-korea-kim-jong-un-trump.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/08/us/politics/north-korea-kim-jong-un-trump.html


Bibliography 2/4
Individual Cases - 17 Abductees Identified by the Government of Japan. (n.d.). 
  Retrieved December 01, 2017, from 
https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/ratimondai/jian.html
The World Factbook. (n.d.). Retrieved December 01, 2017, from 
  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_kn.html
North Korea Spends About Third of Income on Military Group. Retreived  
January 18t,       
  2011 from https://ca.reuters.com/article/topNews/idCATRE70H1BW20110118
Foundation of The Korean friendship association. (n.d.). Retrieved December 
01, 2017,  
  from http://www.korea-dpr.com/kfa.html
Sawe, B. E. (2016, November 24). What Type of Government Does North 
Korea Have? 
Retrieved December 01, 2017, from
  
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-type-of-government-does-north-korea-
have.
  html

https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/ratimondai/jian.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_kn.html
https://ca.reuters.com/article/topNews/idCATRE70H1BW20110118
http://www.korea-dpr.com/kfa.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-type-of-government-does-north-korea-have
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-type-of-government-does-north-korea-have


Bibliography 3/4
Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings. (n.d.). Retrieved December 01, 2017, 
from 
http://www.icanw.org/the-facts/catastrophic-harm/hiroshima-and-nagasaki-bo
mbings/

History of North Korea. (n.d.). Retrieved December 01, 2017, from 
https://www.libertyinnorthkorea.org/learn-north-korea-history/

Sang-hun, C. (2017, August 10). Meet Kim Jong-un, a Moody Young Man 
With a Nuclear Arsenal. Retrieved December 01, 2017, from 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/10/world/asia/kim-jong-un-north-korea-nuc
lear.html

Campbell,C. (2017). The Despotic Dynasty: A Family Tree of North Korea's 
Kim Clan. Retrieved December 01, 2017, from 
http://time.com/4681304/north-korea-kim-family-album/

http://www.icanw.org/the-facts/catastrophic-harm/hiroshima-and-nagasaki-bombings/
http://www.icanw.org/the-facts/catastrophic-harm/hiroshima-and-nagasaki-bombings/
https://www.libertyinnorthkorea.org/learn-north-korea-history/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/10/world/asia/kim-jong-un-north-korea-nuclear.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/10/world/asia/kim-jong-un-north-korea-nuclear.html


Bibliography 4/4
North Korea: A Family Tree of the Kim Dynasty. (n.d.). Retrieved December 01, 
  2017, from http://time.com/4681304/north-korea-kim-family-album/
Rosenfeld, E.(2017). How North Korea’s latest test compares to past atomic 
  blasts. Retrieved November 30, 2017, from      
  www.cnbc.com/2017/09/04/heres-just-how-powerful-north-koreas-nukes-
 have-grown.html
Sim, D. (2016). Japan:Photos of the devastated cities of Hiroshima and 
  Nagasaki after US atomic bombs. Retrieved November 30, 2017, from 
  http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/japan-photos-devastated-cities-hiroshima-nagasaki-
 after-us-atomic-bombs-1562334
Nevett, J. (2017). MAPPED: These are the cities North Korea CAN destroy with 
  nuclear weapons. Retrieved November 30, 2017, from 

https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/605867/north-korea-fires-ballist
  c-missle-launch-japan-economic-zone

http://time.com/4681304/north-korea-kim-family-album/
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/09/04/heres-just-how-powerful-north-koreas-nukes-have-grown
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/09/04/heres-just-how-powerful-north-koreas-nukes-have-grown
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/japan-photos-devastated-cities-hiroshima-nagasaki-after-us-atomic-bombs-1562334
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/japan-photos-devastated-cities-hiroshima-nagasaki-after-us-atomic-bombs-1562334
https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/605867/north-korea-fires-ballist


Acknowledgements 
Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2DtWz0yEOY


           North Korea’s Aggression 2009-2017



North Korea’s Nuclear arsenal
● North Korea operates its 5-megawatt heavy-water 

graphite-moderated reactor used to extract plutonium in the past 
for nuclear warheads on an intermittent basis since August 2013

● Experts estimate that if North Korea is producing 
● Estimated to have enough plutonium for approximately 10 

plutonium based warheads as of late 2016
● highly-enriched uranium, it could have the material for an 

additional 4-8 uranium based warheads as of 2015, bringing the 
total to 14-18 warheads. By 2020, experts estimate that North 
Korea could have anywhere between 20-100 nuclear warheads 
based on the rate of its stockpile growth and technological 
improvements

(Arms Control Association, 2017)

https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R41259.pdf
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R41259.pdf
http://38north.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/NKNF-NK-Nuclear-Futures-Wit-0215.pdf
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R41259.pdf


Sanctions on North Korea
Old Sanctions:
● Until now, the U.S. had mainly relied on sanctions 

coordinated through the United Nations
● President Barack Obama’s administration in February 2016 

focused on cutting funding for North Korea’s missile and 
nuclear program rather than targeting its entire economy

New Sanctions:
● It gives the U.S. Treasury Department the authority to block 

from the U.S. financial system all banks and companies that 
do business with North Korea

● It allows the U.S. to seize the assets of any individual it 
deems in contravention of the president’s order

● The order also lets the U.S. ban ships or aircraft that have 
made stops in North Korea from the U.S. for 180 days

(Tweed and Mohsin, 2017)



Effects of Sanctions on North 
Korea

Effects so far:
● In terms of financial sanctions, China’s central bank has 

instructed institutions to suspend accounts of clients doing 
business with North Korea, in compliance with UN sanctions 
imposed on Aug. 5

Why is this a big deal?
● China is North Korea’s biggest trading partner, supplying it 

with about 90 percent of its energy and much of its food.
● Trump’s latest sanctions could penalize Chinese individuals 

or entities involved with North Korea.
● By deploying its new powers against Chinese companies, the 

U.S. risks provoking a trade and financial war with the 
world’s second-biggest economy.

(Tweed and Mohsin, 2017)


